Education for Sustainable Development: From Global Agendas to

Local Actions

United Nations University
Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS)
Spring 2023

Location: 6F Lecture Room, United Nations University, Tokyo
Time: Every Tuesday 15:50 — 17:30 (4 April 2023 till 11 July 2023)

Lecturers: Shengru Li (li@unu.edu) and Philip Vaughter (vaughter@unu.edu)
Office hours: by appointment

Course Description

This 2-credit course focuses on exploring the theories and practices of rural development and
education for sustainable development (ESD). Students will learn about the challenges faced by rural
communities and how education can play a crucial role in promoting sustainable development. The
course will start with an introduction to ESD, including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and the role of lifelong learning. Students will then delve into the trends, main issues, and remaining
challenges in ESD and learn about the five priority areas outlined in the ESD 2030 Roadmap.

Next, students will study the relationship between global agendas and local actions in ESD and explore
the sustainability issues in local communities. The course will then introduce innovative ESD
programs and policies, learning environments, teachers, youth, and community involvement through
case studies. Students will analyse and reflect on documentaries "Why Poverty? Stealing Africa" and
"Why Poverty? Education Education" as a group and present their findings.

The course will also cover stakeholder analysis for designing and implementing sustainable
development policies and programs, with a focus on a case study of the sustainable use of ICT to
develop teacher training materials in schools in Mongolia. Students will work in groups to develop an
educational intervention proposal for either the case in Zambia or China, or any country’s case of their
interest focusing on sustainability issues, overall objectives, target beneficiaries, expected outputs and

results, planned educational activities, implementation strategies, and monitoring and evaluation plans.

By the end of the course, students will have a thorough understanding of the importance of ESD in
achieving the 17 SDGs by 2030 and will have the skills to analyse and address local sustainability
issues through education and participatory development.
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Course Objectives and Learning Goals

1.

Understand the role of education for sustainable development (ESD) in achieving sustainable
development goals (SDGs) from an inclusive and lifelong learning perspective.

Learn about the theories and practices of rural development and poverty reduction, with a focus
on participatory approaches and the role of community involvement.

Analyse the social and economic implications of community-driven development approaches
through the examination of documentary and case study.

Design an educational intervention proposal for a country case introduced in the course or any
country case of your choice, including objectives, target beneficiaries, activities, implementation
strategies, and monitoring and evaluation plan.

Requirements and Grading Policy

Assessment and group work structures:

Attendance and class participation (20%)
Paper assignment (20%, individual work by 2 May 2023)

o A short paper on a global or local sustainability issue of your interest, potential benefits
and challenges in addressing the issues with ESD, and potential learners and rationales
(max 1,500 words)

Group presentation #1 on documentary analysis “Why poverty? Stealing Africa.” (20%, group
presentation on 23 May)

o Random groups will be formed to identify negative environmental and health impacts
from mining practices in Zambia, explain transfer pricing, analyse the reasons for a
country full of resources to remain poor, and examine issues in foreign aid programmes.

Group presentation #2 on documentary analysis “Why poverty? Education Education.” (20%,
group presentation on 13 June)

o Random groups will be formed to analyse how does privatisation of education increase
inequality in rural part of China, question the role of university education to help people
get out of poverty, examine how higher education prepare young people for the future,
and define the meaning of quality education.

Group presentation #3 on educational intervention proposal for a chosen sustainability issue
introduced in the course (20%, group presentation on 11 July)

o Students will be put into groups based on the individual interest and develop a
presentation on the educational intervention that aims to address the sustainability
development challenge.



Assessment Criteria:

1. Understanding and application of ESD concepts and principles
Evaluate the student's ability to understand and apply the concepts and principles of ESD, as
covered in the course material and lectures.

2. Analysis and reflection
Evaluate the student's ability to critically analyse and reflect on the documentary films and case
studies presented in the course, and to relate them to the ESD concepts and rural development
theories discussed.

3. Group work and presentation
Evaluate the student's ability to work effectively in a group and to present their group's analysis
and reflection on the documentary and educational intervention proposal.

Grading scale:

United Nations University Grades
Grade Letter Numerical Scale of Marks (For Grade Point Average (For
Meanings Grade reference) reference)
90-100% 4
Excellent A
80%-89% 3
Good B 70-79% 2
Adequate C 60-69% 1
Inadequate D 0-59% 0

General Criteria: Each written assignment should be in MS format and single-spaced, 12-point
Times New Roman font. All written assignments must have a title, a proper introduction and
conclusion section and all material that is used to support the student’s argument must be clearly
cited. For the in-text citations and the bibliography, we suggest that students use APA style citations.
A reference or bibliography page should come after the end of each written assignment. Reference
programs such as Endnote, Citavi, RefWorks or Mendeley are very useful for collecting, organising
and formatting citations and students are strongly encouraged to make use of these. Assignments
should be carefully edited for grammar and spelling before submission — British English will be used
for spelling rules in this course.



Course Outline

No. | Description Date Assignment | Instructor
1 | Introduction 4 April Li
o Global challenges: How much do we
know?
e Learning goals
e Overview of assignments
2 | Lecture: 11 April Li
e Introduction to ESD: Why education?
e SDG4: Education 2030 Agenda
e ESD and lifelong learning
3 | Lecture: 18 April Vaughter
e Introduction to ESD: Trends, main (Online)
issues and remaining challenges
e ESD 2030 Roadmap: Five priority
areas
4 | Lecture 25 April Vaughter
e ESD: Global agenda to local actions (Online)
e What are main sustainability issues in
your local community?
5 | Lecture: 2 May Due date for | Vaughter
e  C(Cases: Innovative ESD programmes the short (Online)
(policies, learning environment, paper
teachers, youth, and community
involvement)
6 | Lecture and Documentary: 9 May Li
e  Putting the first last — outsider dilemma
e  Putting the last first — community-driven
development approaches
e Documentary: “Why poverty? Stealing
Affica.”
7 | Group work: 16 May Li
Group will be formed randomly. Each group
conducts the analysis and reflection on
documentary and develop presentation.
8 | Presentation: 23 May Group Li
Each group presents the analysis and presentation
reflection on documentary. #1
9 | Lecture and Documentary: 30 May Li

e  Participation for social development




e Beyond formulaic approaches for local
community involvement

e  Documentary: “Why poverty? Education
Education.”
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Group work:

Group will be formed randomly. Each group
conducts the analysis and reflection on
documentary and develop presentation.

6 June

Li

11

Presentation:

Each group presents the analysis and

reflection on documentary.

13 June

Group
presentation
#2

Li
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Lecture:

e  Stakeholder analysis for designing and
implementing sustainable development
policies and programs

e (ase study: “Sustainable use of ICT to
develop teacher training materials in
schools in Mongolia”

20 June

Li
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Group work:

Formulate groups according to individual

interest. Each group may focus on the case of

Zambia or China introduced in the course, or

any country case that the group is interested

in. Each group develops an educational

intervention proposal by investigating the

following points and create presentation.

e  Sustainability issues

e Overall objective, target beneficiaries,
expected outputs and result,

e Planned educational activities

e Implementation strategies

e  Monitoring and evaluation plan

27 June

Li
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Group work:
Continue the group work and presentation
development.

4 July

Li

15

Presentation:
Each group deliver their presentation on
educational intervention proposal.

11 July

Group
presentation
#3

Li
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Important Information

Class Conduct & Etiquette

Students are expected to arrive on time and not to engage in disruptive behavior during class. This
includes, among other things, private side conversations, the use of cell-phones and other electronic
devices, or the reading of newspapers. Cell-phones should be switched off and stored in the bag. We
wish to create an atmosphere of open and tolerant discussion in the classroom and request students to
recognize every individual’s right to have an opinion. The lecturer and other students should be treated
with dignity and respect, in particular in discussions on contentious political issues where a diversity of
opinion is likely to arise. However, we also recognize that there are limits to tolerance and the lecturer
reserves the right to request disciplinary action against any student who violates this policy or
repeatedly shows disruptive behavior in class.

Computer Use in Class

The use of computers (including tablets) in the classroom is restricted to taking notes, reading of the
course material or searching for course related information in the internet. Any disruption of the class
by cell phones, instant messaging programs or other communication devices will not be tolerated. The
lecturer reserves the right to revoke this permission if a student is found using a computer for any non-
course related activities.

Plagiarism & Academic Misconduct

Please be aware that the consequences of plagiarism are severe and students found guilty of academic
misconduct will be punished in accordance with UNU’s academic honesty policies. The lecturer
reserves the right to run all assignments through an anti-plagiarism software provided by the UNU. If
evidence of academic misconduct on the assigned presentations, the mid-term exam or the final essay
should be found, the assignment will receive a failing grade. In case of repeated violations of academic
conduct, the student may receive a failing grade for the entire course and will be reported to the
appropriate authorities for disciplinary action.
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