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Surviving Cancer in Asia
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Against the backdrop of a global transformation in the structure and nature of disease, with focus shifting from infectious
diseases to non-communicable diseases, cancer incidence in Asia is rapidly increasing. Cancer is a pernicious disease that

develops over a long period of time, aftected by genetic factors and lifestyle choices. It is a disease that casts a long, dark shadow
over human culture and activities. To date in Asia there has been great divergence in medical standards, and also in the values of

physicians and patients alike. What is more, data from Asian countries is not immediately comparable, making cross-border
cooperation and information sharing difficult. While on the one hand Asia is experiencing astonishing economic growth, there
are still historical legacies that pervade the region and a stark disjoint between globalism and nationalism can also be perceived.
The Department of Strategic Investigation on Comprehensive Cancer Network aims to develop new drug therapies as well as
safe and effective methods of treatment for cancer in Asia. The Asia Cancer Forum is based in this department and is engaged in
efforts overcome the regional disjoint in Asia by promoting joint action on common issues. We are accordingly engaged in
various policy proposal formulation activities, aimed at achieving the inclusion of cancer on the global health agenda. Cancer is a
disease that is closely related to various challenges and issues, which are variously political, economic and cultural in nature. In
this course we aim to direct questions relating to cancer in Asia to leading figures and create a forum for dialogue on how Japan

should engage with Asia in fighting cancer.
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